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Swindon Parish Council wishes to make the following representation in respect of the 
above screening request.

The Parish Council notes that the site lies within land designated as Green Belt under the 
Joint Core Strategy and is aware of the significant level of public concern regarding the 
potential development of this site.

Recent site activity

The Parish Council has received correspondence from a local resident raising concerns 
regarding the clearance of the field on or around 18 May 2026, including potential impacts 
on ground-nesting birds and wider biodiversity.

The Parish Council is not in a position to verify these claims; however, it considers that the 
timing of any such site activity is a material matter that should be taken into account.

The Council notes that ecological survey work has been undertaken in relation to the site, 
and requests that the Local Planning Authority carefully consider whether sufficient and 
robust ecological baseline information remains available to inform the screening opinion in 
light of the reported timing of site clearance.

The Parish Council further notes that ecological survey work remains ongoing in respect of 
certain species and habitats, and that elements of the environmental evidence base may 
therefore still be evolving.

Considerations

The Parish Council recognises that the potential for significant environmental effects on 
this site extends beyond ecology and includes:
    • landscape character and visual impact
    • topography and settlement edge effects
    • cumulative development pressures in North-West Cheltenham
    • transport constraints and local network capacity
    • the interaction of multiple infrastructure and development proposals

These issues reflect the scale and sensitivity of the site and the surrounding area.

Consistency with representations made at Borough level

The Parish Council notes that similar concerns regarding the potential for significant 
environmental effects have been formally raised by Borough Councillors in representations 
submitted in respect of this screening request. 

In particular, the Council notes that concerns have been expressed regarding: 
    • the scale of the proposed development 
    • the sensitivity of the site in landscape and environmental terms 
    • cumulative impacts arising from strategic growth in the area 
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    • constraints within the local highway network 
    • and the evolving nature of supporting technical evidence 

Precautionary approach

The Parish Council considers that the combination of:
    • the scale of the proposal
    • the sensitivity of the site
    • the cumulative development context
    • the constraints of surrounding infrastructure
    • and the ongoing or incomplete nature of certain technical assessments

provides a clear and credible basis for adopting a precautionary approach in this case.

The Council requests that the Local Planning Authority carefully consider whether 
sufficient information is currently available to conclude that the proposal is not likely to give 
rise to significant environmental effects.

Screening 

Considering the above, the Parish Council considers that there is a clear and reasonable 
basis for concluding that the proposed development may give rise to significant 
environmental effects.

Accordingly, the Parish Council respectfully requests that Cheltenham Borough Council 
adopts a screening opinion requiring a full Environmental Impact Assessment in order to 
ensure that all potential environmental impacts are fully and properly assessed.

The Parish Council would welcome confirmation that the matters raised above, including 
the timing of site activity, ecological considerations, and cumulative impacts, have been 
fully considered as part of the screening determination.


